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material requisite for a pitched battle. Instead he bivouacked among
the sand-dunes, exposed to incessant wind and rain, and waited with
Scottish caution until he had collected a few horses and reconnoitred
the broader lands to the south of the Marsdiep. Not till September
2nd did he move forward a few miles to a position along the Zype
canal between Petten and the Zuyder Zee. Here, with 18,000 men,
he entrenched himself to cover the landing of the Duke of York
and the main Anglo-Russian armament.

Nor did those with knowledge of military affairs blame him.
The King, when the news reached him at Weyrnouth on September
ist, wrote that it would be best to follow up the initial success with
caution and wait for reinforcements to make the next move de-
cisive. The country was thrilled by the landing, the bloodless cap-
ture of the Dutch fleet and the news of Suvorof's victory at Novi:
the thought of an early peace made up even for the summer's deluge
and ruined crops. Soon the gallant Russians from the Baltic would
be emulating among Dutch water-meadows and windmills the
exploits of their countrymen in Italy. Meanwhile every day wit-
nessed the departure of more splendid-looking regiments from the
great camp on Barham Downs and the arrival of more Militiamen.
That die latter were in such a state as to be unable even to turn out
for a review which the Prime Minister wished to hold after Aber-
cromby's victory, worried no one: the eighteenth century expected
soldiers to be drunk when they had money in their pockets. And
die moment seemed one for legitimate intoxication. Pitt confi-
dently expected that the Army, having freed Holland, would soon
be at liberty for a still more glorious operation. For with French
Royalists in arms and the combined navies of France and Spain
bottled up in Brest, a wonderful possibility floated before British
minds. Plans for a new expedition to Brittany were preparing in
the Admiralty and War Office, and there was even talk of a Russian
landing on die banks of the Seine.1

Meanwhile the naval and military commanders in the field
continued to wait on events. Not being engaged with the enemy,
they fell to quarrelling with one another. Precautions, born of
earlier experience, had been taken to prevent this: before the ex-
pedition sailed Vice-Admiral Mitchell had issued an Order of the
Day recommending all under him ** to behave with that good
1 Spencer Papers> III, 117-25.